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of Britain are learning to confront fate with a
heroism which is none the less magnificent
because it is universal.

Some years ago, when he still described him-
self as a pacifist, Dr. G.E.M. Joad defined civilian
morale as "the willingness to die quietly". In
those days his epigram seemed witty and amusing.
It is less amusing now, when hundreds of civilians,
for no fault except that of failing to oppose with
sufficient vigour the policy of weak provocation
pursued by successive British Governments, have
suffered with precisely the measure of grim
resigned patience which Dr. Joad foresaw.

We need not suppose that the courage and
gaiety in disaster so often publicised by the news-
papers is invented or exaggerated by a Govern-
ment-inspired Press. This type of abnormal
jubilation exists in all calamities. As most of
us who have been through crises of fear or sorrow
know, the first reaction when some dire experi-
ence has been survived is one of abnormal calm
or hysterical cheerfulness. I realised this anew
on September yth, just as I realised it on many
occasions twenty-five years ago; I also know
how acute is the reaction that sets in a day or
two afterwards. If people who have lost their
homes, been blown up, injured, burned or
buried were to be interviewed forty-eight hours
later, the results would not always be so useful
to the Sunshine Press*